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SUBJ: OFFICIAL US DELEGATION TO THE INAUGURATION OF THE 
NEW COLOMBIAN PRESIDENT 

1 . DURING A CONVERSATION WITH THE CHARGE AT A PRIVATE SOCIAL 
GATHERING ON JUNE 17, JULIO CESAR TURBAY, THE APPARENT 
PRESIDENT-ELECT, ENQUIRED AS TO THE COMPOSITION OF THE US 
DELEGATION TO THE COLOMBIAN PRESIDENTIAL INAUGURATION ON 
AUGUEST 7. 

2. THE CHARGE SAID THAT THIS WOULD DEPEND IN PART ON THE 
PREFERENCE OF THE PRESIDENT-ELECT AND POINTED OUT THAT PRESI- 
DENT LOPEZ PRIOR TO HIS INAUGURATION IN 1974 HAD EXPRESSED 
THE DESIRE THAT SUCH DELEGATIONS BE COMPOSED OF AMBASSADORS 
AND DIPLOMATIC PERSONNEL ACCREDITED TO COLOMBIA. TURBAY 
REPLIED THAT HE WOULD NOT WANT TO PROCEED IN THIS WAY BUT 
RATHER HOPED THAT DELEGATIONS WOULD BE COMPOSED OF IMPORTANT 
FIGURES FROM THE SENDING COUNTRIES. HE THEN ASKED WHETHER 
PRESIDENT CARTER MIGHT COME. 

3. THE CHARGE SAID THAT TO THE BEST OF HIS KNOWLEDGE PRESI- 
DENT CARTER'S CROWDED SCHEDULE HAD MADE IT IMPOSSIBLE FOR 
HIM TO ATTEND ANY INAUGURATIONS OF CHIEFS OF STATE THUS FAR 
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DURING HIS ADMINISTRATION AND THAT TURBAY, FROM HIS OWN OB- 
SERVATIONS WHILE AMBASSADOR IN WASHINGTON, COULD EASITY UNDER- 
STAND HOW THE PRESIDENT S MANY PRESSING RESPONSIBILITIES MADE 
IT DIFFICULT FOR HIM TO UNDERTAKE TRIPS ABROAD. THE CONVER- 
SATION THEN SWITCHED TO OTHER SUBJECTS. 

4. RECOMMENDATION. US INTERESTS IN COLOMBIA WOULD BEST BE 
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SERVED BY A US DELEGATION TO TURBAY'S INAUGURATION, WHICH 
WOULD BE LED BY A TOP-LEVEL REPRESENTATIVE OF PRESIDENT 
CARTER'S ADMINISTRATION. WE HAVE IN MIND, SPECIFICALLY, 

MRS. ROSALYNN CARTER OR VICE PRESIDENT MONDALE. IF NEITHER 
IS AVAILABLE, THEN A SENIOR CABINET LEVEL OFFICER MIGHT BE 
SUITABLE. WE ARE LESS THEN ENTHUSIASTIC OVER THE LATTER 
ALTERNATIVE SINCE TURBAY IS UNDOUBTEDLY WELL AWARE THAT 
MRS. CARTER ATTENDED THE INAUGURATION OF COSTA RICAN PRESIDENT 
CARRAZO, AND HE WOULD BE CERTAIN TO FEEL DISADVANTAGED IF 
SOMEONE WHOM HE AND OTHER COLOMBIANS CONSIDER TO BE OF LESSER 
STATURE IN THE ADMINISTRATION WERE TO HEAD THE US DELEGATION. 

5. THERE ARE STRONG JUSTIFICATIONS FOR THE ATTENDANCE AT THE 
INAUGURATION OF A HIGH LEVEL US PERSONAGE. THE GOOD WILL OF 
THE NEW PRESIDENT WILL BE USEFUL IN OBTAINING THE MAXIMUM 
LEVEL OF COOPERATION FOR PROGRAMS OF INTEREST TO THE USG. 

THE PRESENCE OF A HIGH LEVEL DELEGATION WILL ALSO PROVIDE 
AN OPPORTUNITY FOR THE US TO EMPHASIZE ITS SUPPORT FOR ONE 
OF THE FEW REMAINING FUNCTIONING DEMOCRACIES IN THE REGION 
AND ONE WHICH HAS AN EXCELLENT HUMAN RIGHTS RECORD. SUCH 
CEREMONIAL OCCASIONS ARE ONE OF THE FEW WAYS IN WHICH THE 
US CAN READILY DEMONSTRATE ITS PREFERANCE FOR DEMOCRACIES. 

THE COLOMBIAN PRESIDENTIAL INAUGURATION IS AN OPPORTUNITY TO 
ACCOMPLISH THIS WHICH SHOULD NOT BE ALLOWED TO GO BY THE BOARD. 

WE ENVISAGE THAT USG PUBLIC STATEMENTS WHICH WOULD ACCOMPANY A 
HIGH LEVEL DELEGATION TO THE INAUGURATION WOULD STRONGLY EMPHASIZE 
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ITS PURPOSE OF SHOWING SUPPORT FOR COLOMBIAN DEMOCRATIC 
INSTITUTIONS AND RESPECT FOR HUMAN RIGHTS. 

JOHNSTON 
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